

he importance of hats in the fashion world cannot be overemphasized. Hats are a must for covering up young, delicate skin. They come in different lovely patterns and sizes. We go for whichever one suits us. One of the lovely hat patterns is the bucket hat.
The bucket hat have has been in existence over the years in the fashion world; it is still trending lately. People rock it everywhere in the world. Well, you’ve been seeing so many persons rocking this lovely cap, but I guess it’s time to rock yours in a very unique or outstanding way this weekend. What if I told you that you could easily make your own bucket hat using an Ankara fabric this weekend? This style is not only beautiful, but sews up very quickly such that you can pair it with both Western and African outfits this weekend. Get handy with an Ankara bucket hat as beautiful as this one;
You will need the following materials for your Ankara bucket hat DIY project;
· Ankara fabric (top fabric)
· Lining fabric
· Iron
· Sewing matching
· Paper
· Pins
· Fabric scissors
· Paper scissors
· Marker
· Ruler
6 Steps to Making the Perfect Hat 
Step One - Steam It!
Take a felted rabbit hood, a loose hat shape, and spray it with a water bottle. Wrap it in a plastic bag, wait for condensation to do its thing. Then place the damp hood onto the steamer. 
Step Two - Shape It!
Pull the steamed hood onto a block, a form made from cherrywood, "quite quickly before it dries." 
Each style AND size has it's own block. Albertus' studio is adored by hundreds of them. Cherrywood blocks can last forever and be used to make thousands of hats
Rope It! on the rope line to create the perfect brim.
Sink it by using a tipper or sinker, a complimentary piece of the block that's used to shape the top part of the hat.
Step Three - Dry It! 
Air dry the newly formed hat for one day, or place it in the oven for an hour. 

Step Four - Secure It!
A grosgrain (pronounced grow-grain) is a strip of ribbed fabric made from cotton and rayon that prevents the felt from stretching and makes it so your hat doesn't fly away on a windy day. It's sewn in by hand or machine. 
Step Five - Wet It!
But only a little bit...the grosgrain is formed by wetting it slightly with a sponge.
Zap It! on the hotblock, the offspring of a cherrywood block and an iron, to set the shape of the grosgrain and lock in the hat's size
Step Six - Embellish It!



tep 1: Supplies




You will need: Cotton shirt or 1/2 yard of fabric for hat and 1/3 yard for lining, wonder under fusible webbing, thread. Sewing machine, old canvas baseball cap. straight pins.Seam ripper. scrap fabrics for flower trim.
Step 2: Cut Hat Apart




Take the hat apart at the seams with the seam ripper. You will need the piece of plastic inside the bill to recover. My original cap had 4 rows of stitching on it. You will have to remove this stitching to get the plastic out. Iron the pieces so they are easier to cut out.  
Step 3: Cut Out Hat



There will be 6 pieces for the cap section, (4 regular pie shapes and 2 with a cut-out.) Cut out 2 of the bill section and 2 strips for the velcro. 
Step 4: Sew Cap



Sew the cap section together. Press seams open and top stitch.
Step 5: Cover and Sew Bill




Sew bill pieces right sides together. Pin. Stitch around front edge. clip curves. Turn right sid eout. Place plastic inside bill and pin closed. Hand stitch, encasing plastic in bill of cap.
Step 6: Sew Lining




The original cap did not have a lining but it was made out of heavier fabric so I chose to make a lining for this one so it wouldn't be flimsy. Cut out and sew lining the same as cap. Top stitch lining seams also. 
Step 7: Sew Velcro Tabs


This type of cap is adjustable and I was able to reuse the velcro from the original cap. If you have to purchase velcro, you will need about 4 inches. Or you could use 2 metal D rings instead. 
Step 8: Sew Lining to Cap



3 More Images
Place lining over cap, right sides together. Pin the velcro strips in between, 1/2" from the bottom edge. Stitch around the back curve only. Clip curves and turn right side out. Placing the lining inside the cap. Top stitch around back curve. 
Step 9: Attach Bill to Cap




Locate center front of cap and center front of bill. Match up centers and pin. Hand stitch bill to cap section.
Step 10: Hat Band
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I was able to reuse the original hat band but if you are not able to, use the old one as a pattern for a new one. Pin hat band to the inside of cap, matching up centers. With the sewing machine sew from the sides of bill to back. Hand stitch to the bill. 
Step 11: Flower Embellishment
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Take several fabric scraps that match the new hat. Iron on a piece of fusible webbing, paper side up. Peel the paper off and place another piece of fabric over it and iron. Cut out 4 or 5 flower shapes, different sizes. I cut mine out with pinking shears but you can also use the sewing machine to zig-zag around the edges so they don't unravel. Hand sew onto the front of the cap, off to one side. Sew a few small buttons in the center. I used a bit of Mod Podge glue to secure the petals to the cap. 
Step 12: Aloha Cap
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I found a beautiful Hawaiian shirt that I cut up and constructed a cap out of. It turned out nicely.

